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1. CITIZEN SHANTY (F) Tune: traditional. Words Boff Whalley
(Well we’ve come a long way for to find ourselves a home)

We’ve come a long way for to find ourselves a home x3

Cos we’re citizens of the world

Chorus

[And] you’re more than, more than welcome here x3

Cos you’re citizens of the world

(My mother and her mother and her mother before)

My mother and her mother and her mother before x3

They were citizens of the world

Chorus

(Here’s a hand to help you all ashore)

Here’s a hand to help you all ashore x3

Cos you’re citizens of the world
Chorus
(Our nation’s roots spread wide and down)

Our nation’s roots spread wide and down x3

Cos we’re citizens of the world

Chorus
(You’re nowhere if you believe Theresa May)

You’re nowhere if you believe Theresa May x3

Cos we’re citizens of the world

Chorus
2. REFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE (A)  

Tune: Congolese folk song. Words: Cynthia, RV

Part 1:  

Say it loud and say it clear

Refugees are we-elcome here.

Say it loud and say it clear

So the politicians can hear.

   Part 2:  

   Weary feet on the road

   On her shoulders a heavy load.

   All she loves left behind

   For a future she's yet to find.

Part 3:  

O-o-open the door

To the ones escaping from war

Sho-o-ow them the way

Let them enter, and let them stay
3. I’M GON’ STAND (G)   
Bernice Regan, Sweet Honey in the Rock
We will not bow down to – uh-uh – racism

We will not bow down to – injustice

We will not bow down to – exploitation

I’m gon’ stand, I’m gon’ stand.

We will not obey..

I just can’t tolerate…

We will not bow down…

4. WE SHALL OVERCOME (F#) 
Civil rights song (Pete Seeger)
We shall overcome  x2

We shall overcome some day,

Oh deep in my heart

I do believe

We shall overcome some day.

We’ll walk hand in hand…

We are not afraid  x2

We are not afraid today…..

We shall live in peace…

We shall overcome…

5. SIYA HAMBA (D)  
Origin: South African gospel song

We are singing in the name of peace x 4
We are singing, singing…

We are singing in the name of peace
We are marching against racist hate…
We are singing for unity…
6. WE’LL FIGHT ON (A,F#,D)
Tune: South African, attrib. S.C.Molefe
Words: Strawberry Thieves & Raised Voices

Call:  We'll fight on!
We will fight on against the hate x2

We will fight on x2

We will fight on against the hate.

 

Call:  Asylum Seekers!
You wi-ill all be welcome here   x2

You will be welcome...

Call:  We won’t take it!
We will not take the racist hate x2

We will not take it….

 

Call:  Build bridges!

We will build bridges not more walls x2

We will build bridges…
Call:  We'll fight on!
We will fight on against closed doors x2

We will fight on…
Call:  Asylum Seekers!
We will defend your right to stay   x2

We will defend...
Repeat verse 1
7. STEP BY STEP (C#)
Round with additional descant part

Step by step the longest march

Can be won, can be won

Many stones do form an arch

Singly none, singly none

And by union what we will

Can be accomplished still

Drops of water turn a mill

Singly none, singly none.

8. WE WILL RISE (E)
Origin: Dr Vole, Zayeet and Paula Boulton, Cor Gobaith.  Words: Chris Collins, RV

The fascists and the racists always spout their words of hate
They want our country run in ways that they alone dictate.

We don’t want their hatred, we open wide our doors

And welcome those who flee their homes and land up on our shores.

 

Chorus

We will rise, we will rise

We will not accept those hateful fascist lies.

So come on get out and fight

Unite against the right

We will rise, we will rise

 

We want a land where everyone can have an equal right

To love and learn and work and play and feel safe in the night

To live in decent housing, get free health care when in need

And live in peace and harmony with every race and creed

 

Chorus

 

So come on men and women we must speak up one and all

We’re telling these extremists that their empire’s going to fall.

And though they may attack us with their thug mentality

We’ll show them we’re prepared to stand for our society. 

Chorus

Raised Voices Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings between 7.30 and 9.00 pm 

near St. Pancras, NW1.
Strawberry Thieves is based in Telegraph Hill, SE London and rehearses on Sunday evenings.

Red and Green is based in Kilburn, NW London and rehearses on Monday evenings.

